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About the Artist 
 
Before painting, Smith began illustrating comic books in which she was able to depict scenes 
of defined narratives into a box.  From creating these boxes of imagery, she transferred the 
bold graphic lines into her paintings of rooms.  Exploring both her interest in design and 
traditional painting by contrasting flat linear elements with intricate oil-painted details; using 
the stark contrast of styles to make the image more striking.  Inspired by dystopian novels, film 
and American landscapes, Smith creates atmospheric scenes of decay and abandonment.  
The still life of an aftermath.  The box shape of the room is a skeleton, in which the narrative is 
fleshed into place by the composition and layering of objects influenced by music and 
literature.  These scenes allow the viewer to enter the room, assess the situation and create 
their own interpretation.   


