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STEPHEN WALTER 
 
Lives and works in London, UK 
 
Education 
1999-2001   MA Fine Art Printmaking, Royal College of Art 
1995-98    BA (Hons) Fine Art, Manchester Metropolitan University, (1st  
                    class honours) 
1994-95    BTEC Diploma in Art & Design Foundation, Middlesex University 
 
Solo Shows 
(* indicates publication) 
 
2016 Stephen Walter (including the Mayfair & St James’s launch), 

Shapero Modern, with TAG Fine Arts, London, UK 
2016 Nova Utopia, Shapero Modern, with TAG Fine Arts, London, UK 
 
2013 Anthropocene, Londonewcastle Project Space, with TAG Fine 

Arts, London, UK 
 
2009 – 11 * The Island, The Courtauld Institue, with TAG Fine Arts, London, 

UK (touring exhibition, including Courtauld Institute of Art’s re-
launch of the East Wing, V&A, Chelsea and Westminster 
Hospital, Fenton House, and Burgh House & Hampstead 
Museum) 

 
2008 * The Island, The Crypt, St. Pancras Church, with TAG Fine Arts, 

London, UK 
 
2007 Old Master Re-Vamp, Royal Academy of Arts, Lower Sackler 

Wing, London, UK 
 
2005 Be Aware of Everything, The Drawing Gallery, London 
2005 Chance Meetings, Vertigo Gallery, London, UK 
 
2004 Photoworks #2, Deutsche Bank, London Wall, UK 
 
2003 Window, Electric Palace Cinema, Hastings (in conjunction with  
                 Shot By the Sea International Film Festival), UK 
2003 Solo Show, Cru Restaurant, London, UK 
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Selected Group Shows (2010 – present) 
(* indicates publication) 
 
2023         * Wish You Were Here, curated by TAG Fine Arts, Gallery 46,  
                 London, UK 
2023         London Art Fair, TAG Fine Arts, London, UK 
 
2022         AAF Battersea Autumn, TAG Fine Arts, London, UK 
2022         London Original Print Fair, TAG Fine Arts, London, UK 
 
2021         AAF Battersea Autumn, TAG Fine Arts, London, UK 
 
2020         Utopias, Whitworth Gallery, Manchester, UK 
2020         * Talking Maps, Bodleian Library, Oxford, UK 
 
2019         AAF Battersea Autumn, TAG Fine Arts, London, UK 
2019         Secret London, Museum of London, Docklands, UK 
2019         This Land is Our Land, PAPER Gallery, Manchester, UK 
2019         Inter-section, Market Gallery, Huddersfield, UK 
2019         Summer Exhibition, Royal Academy, London, UK 
2019         Somewhere In-Between, curated by Foster Spragge, Brixton Tate  
                 Library, London, UK 
 
2018         AAF Hampstead, TAG Fine Arts, London, UK 
2018         Borderlines, James Freeman Gallery, London, UK 
2018         RCA Secret, Royal College of Art, London, UK 
2018         The London Original Print Fair, TAG Fine Arts, London, UK 
 
2017         AAF Battersea Autumn, TAG Fine Arts, London, UK 
2017         The Wild Wood, James Freeman Gallery, London, UK 
2017         Utopia, Somerset House, London, UK 
 
2016         AAF Battersea Autumn, TAG Fine Arts, London, UK 
2016         AAF Hampstead, TAG Fine Arts, London, UK 
2016         Show and Tell, curated by DJ Simpson, Britannia Works, London,  
                 UK 
2016        Masterpiece, Shapero Modern, Royal Hospital Chelsea, London,  
                 UK 
2016         London Original Print Fair, TAG Fine Arts, Royal Academy,  
                 London, UK 
2016       London Art Fair, TAG Fine Arts, Islington, London, UK 
 
2015       Moniker Art Fair, The Old Truman Brewery, Shoreditch London, UK 
2015       Multiplied Contemporary Editions Fair, TAG Fine Arts, Christie’s,  
                 London, UK 
2015         The Poly-Olbion Project: The Faerie Land, Royal Geographical  
                 Society, London, and The Forum, University of Exeter, UK 
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2015        * The World in a Mirror, Museum Aan de Stroom, Antwerp,  
                 Belgium 
 
2014         alpha beta carta, des mots dans les cartes, Parc Culturel de  
                 Rentilly, France 
2014 Mapping London, Thames Festival, Oxo Tower, London, UK 
2014 Unstable Ground, PAPER, Manchester, UK 
2014 Liverpool Love 2, The World Museum, Liverpool, UK 
2014 Enclosure, Danielle Arnaud Contemporary Art, Kennington,    
                 London, UK 
2014         London Art Fair, TAG Fine Arts, Islington, London, UK 
 
2013 London Original Print Fair, TAG Fine Arts, Royal Academy, 

London, UK 
2013 Masterpiece London, Mapping London, Daniel Crouch Rare 

Books, Chelsea, London, UK 
2013 London Art Fair, TAG Fine Arts, Islington, London, UK 
 
2012 Vis Loci: Geographies of the Artist’s Studio, Griffin Gallery, 

London, UK 
2012 Liverpool Love, Museum of Liverpool, Liverpool Waterfront, UK 
2012 Writing Britain: Wastelands and Wonderlands *, British Library, 

London, UK 
2012 * Mind the Map, London Transport Museum, London, UK 
2012 The House of Fairy Tales Cartographic Portfolio, Hall Place Bexley, 

and Sutton House, Hackney, London, UK 
2012 The London Exhibition and Sale, Christie’s South Kensington, 

London, UK 
2012 Get Carta, Karin Janssen Project Space, London, UK 
2012 London Original Print Fair, TAG Fine Arts, Royal Academy, 

London, UK 
 
2011 * The Art of Mapping, TAG Fine Arts, London, UK 
2011 Heartlands, Great Brampton House, Hereford, UK 
2011 Polemically Small, Torrance Art Museum, CA, USA 
2011 London Original Print Fair, TAG Fine Arts, Royal Academy, 

London, UK 
2011 London Art Fair, TAG Fine Arts, Islington, London, UK 
 
2010 Multiplied Contemporary Editions Fair, TAG Fine Arts, Christie’s, 

London, UK 
2010 * Magnificent Maps: Power, Propaganda and Art, The British 

Library, collaboration with TAG Fine Arts, London, UK 
2010 Selection of Tjorg Douglas Beer, The Forgotten Bar, Berlin, 

Germany 
2010 The Art of Giving, Saatchi Gallery, London, UK 
2010 PAPYROPHILIA, Charlie Smith Gallery, London, UK 
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2010 Royal Academy Summer Exhibition, with TAG Fine Arts, London, 
UK 

2010 Stephen Walter’s Map of Liverpool (display ongoing) ‘Hub’ 
Space, Bluecoat Gallery, Liverpool, UK 

2010 25th London Original Print Fair, TAG Fine Arts, Royal Academy, 
London, UK 

2010 London Art Fair, TAG Fine Arts, Islington, London, UK 
 
 
Awards, Residences, and Fellowships 
 
2019        Comoé Artist Residency, Comoé National Park , Côte d’Ivoire  
 
2007        Artist Residency, The LAB, San Francisco, USA 
 
2005 – 2007 Fellow in Printmaking, Royal Academy of Arts Schools, London 
 
2004 Jerwood Drawing Prize 2004, 2nd Prize 
 
2003 Artist Residency, Artist in Access, Central Saint Martins College of 

Art & Design, London 
2002 Artist Residency, Queen Elizabeth’s School for Boys, Barnet, UK 
2002 Apthorp Fund (Purchase Prize), London Borough of Barnet 
 
2001 Tim Mara Charitable Trust (Printmaking), Royal College of Art, 

London 
2001 Daler Rowney Drawing Prize, Royal College of Art, London 
2001 Apthorp Fund (Purchase Prize), London Borough of Barnet 
 
2000 Suny Purchase College Travel Award, New York, USA 
 
1998 Apthorp Fund, (Purchase Prize), London Borough of Barnet 
1998 Print Prize, Letchworth Art Centre, UK 
 
 
Public Collections Include 
V&A Museum, UK, The British Museum, UK, Bodleian Library, UK, Cecil Sharp  
House, UK, British Government Art Collection, UK, Trussardi Foundation,  
Italy, Royal Geographical Society, UK, London Transport Museum, UK,  
Museum of London, UK, Royal College of Art Drawing & Printmaking  
Collections, UK, Soho House, Berlin & UK, The British Library, UK 
 
 
Commissions 
2014 – 16 Poly-Olbion Project, Flash of Splendour Arts CIS & The Lottery 

Fund, UK 
2014         Map Commission, Hertsmere Council, UK 
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2014         Cover designs & illustrations, Bradley L. Garrett, Subterranean 
London, Cracking the Capital, Prestel/Random House 

 
2011 - 12 Map Commission, London Subterranea, The London Transport 

Museum, UK 
 
2010         Cover designs, Ben Aaronovitch,  Rivers of London Series, and 

other titles, Orion Books, UK 
2009         Map Commission, Business Design Centre, London, UK 
 
2008 Map Commission, Subterranea, Victoria & Albert Museum, 

London, UK 
2008 Map Commission, Blood on Paper, Victoria & Albert Museum, 

London, UK 
2008         Album cover design, Syncopated City, London Elektricity, 

Hospital Records, UK 
 
2007 Map Commission, Epson Head Quarters, UK 
 
 
Selected Publications and Press 
   
2023         Arts, Maps, and Cities, Gloria Lanci, Palgrave Macmillan, UK 
 
2021         Map Quiz Book, Brenda Thornley, Hardie Grant Travel, Australia 
 
2020         Combattre, Sauver, Soigner, Erik T Frank, CNRS Editions, France 
 
2019         An Atlas of Imagined Islands, Huw Lewis-Jones, Thames and 

Hudson, UK 
 
2017         Londonist Mapped: Hand-Drawn Maps for the Curious Londoner, 

Londonist, AA Publishing, UK 
 
2016         Handbook of Mapping and Cartography, Routledge, Oxford, UK 
2016         Individuals & Society, Hodder Education, London, UK 
 
2015 The Observer New Review, Artist Profile 
2015 Stephen Walter, The Island: London Mapped, Prestel/Random 

House, UK 
 
2014 Subterranean London: Cracking The Capital Bradley Garrett & 

Will Self, with illustrations by Stephen Walter. Prestel/Random 
House, UK 

2014 Great Maps, Jerry Brotton, Dorling Kindersley, UK 
2014 Terrain, Essays on the New Poetics, D. Vichnar, O. Pek, J. 

Nieuwland, Litteraria Pragensia, Prague 
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2013 The Visitors’ Guide to Nova Utopia, TAG Fine Arts, London 
2013         A Map of the World According to Illustrators & Storytellers, A. 

Antonis, R. Klanten, S. Ehmann & H. Hellige, Berlin 
 
2012         London Underground Maps: Art, Design & Cartography, Claire  
                 Dobbin, Lund Humphries/London Transport Museum, UK 
 
 
Teaching and Research Posts 
 
2021      Visiting Lecturer, University of Huddersfield, UK 
 
2018-19 Visiting Lecturer, Arts University Bournemouth AUB, UK 
 
2017       Visiting Lecturer, Fondazione Antonio Ratti, Italy 
2017       Visiting Lecturer, Architectural Association, Landscape Urbanism  
               MA, London, UK 
 
2015       Visiting Lecturer, Queen Mary University, Centre for Renaissance  
               and Early Modern Studies, UK 
2015       Living Maps Symposium, Burbeck University, UK (with Phil Cohen,  
               Bradley Garrett, and Laura Oldfield Ford)  
2015       Visiting Lecturer, Greenwich University, Dept. of Architecture, UK 
 
2014        RIBA Architecture Partnership Anniversary Symposium, London, UK 
2014        Member of the Scientific Committee of the exhibition ‘De wereld  
                gespiegeld’, Museum aan de Stroom (MAS), Antwerp, Belgium 
 
2012        Society of Cartographers, 48th Annual Conference, University  
                College London, UK 
 
2007         Visiting Lecturer, City & Guilds of London Art School, London, UK 
 
2005         Visiting Lecturer, UCA Canterbury, Dept. of Fine Arts, UK 
 
2004         Visiting Lecturer, University of Huddersfield, Dept. of Fine Art, UK 
 
 
About the Artist 
 
Born (1975) in London, Stephen Walter's practice is born out of a 
fascination with the vast and detailed complexities of our world and the 
configurations that cultures construct within nature. He investigates the 
topography of our environment, and the semiotic and visual languages 
that form our understandings.  
Obsessive mark making and repetitive processes merge with ideas of the 
micro and the macrocosm, where mass and graphic density form routes  
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towards the sublime. 
Stephen's cartographic works of both real and fictional places are a 
tangle of words, symbols, and the gathering of information. They record 
the significance of place, and the physical, cultural and epistemic 
remnants that inhabit certain locations. They also celebrate the glory of 
maps and the act of exploration itself through slow art using basic 
materials. The joy of navigation and the recording of new places and 
ideas form a springboard for his projects, many of which require extensive 
research and years to produce. 
Having worked predominantly on two-dimensional pieces through forms 
of drawing and printmaking in the past, Stephen has recently started to 
utilise other mediums that extend into painting, photography, 
collage/montage, animation, sculpture, digital applications, as well as 
various printmaking processes. 
 


